AMONG ALL the highly
rated  Grandmasters  and
International Masters com-

peting in the “Clarin” GM
tournament after the Olym-
piad in Buenos Aires was a
player almost unknown in
South America and Europe,
Chi Ching-Hsuan of China.
Chi had just finished playing

Chinese checkers

board one *for China in the
Olympics when “he received
an invitation to compete in
nis  first-ever Grandmaster
event. In fact, it is the first
time any Chinese represen:a-
tive has played in an individ-
ual tournament.

The name of Chi is not un-
known in New Zealand or in
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Asia. The Chinese made their
first international appearance
over the chessboard in the
Philipsc:Asian Teams Cham-
pionships at Auckland in
1977 and, encouraged by
their results, they have since
played a couple of friendly
matches against the Philip-
pines and Malaysia.

But they have not even
played enough to get ratings,
and here was Chi playing

_, with some of the top piayers

of Europe! =
From the beginning tne
diminutive Chi was the centre
of atteption. He played each
game with an amusing air of
“Chinese inscrutability” and
showed little emotion on his
face. During time-trouble,
however, he would get quite
excited, bouncing on his
chair. A crowd favourite who
received loud applause when-
ever he won, Chi turned 31
midway through the event
and was presented with a
birthday cake by the organis-
ers. A sign in the tournament
soom that day announced
“Happy birthday Chi!” in
Spanish and Chinese.
Making his debut in such a
class he could not be ex-
pected to score highly, but his
play was praised by his oppo-

nents. Since Chi does not
speak English 1 commiented
to his interpreter, Chang

Cheng Seng, that it was re-
markable that he had reached -
such a level with so little
international exposure, and
received a very Chinese-type
reply,— ““Yes, we don’t play
so many games in China”(!).

Against Quinteros, he falis
into a bad position and seems
headed for defeat. But though
it looks terrible for Black, the
appearance is deceptive and
the crafty Chinese has some
hidden resources.

Torneo Magistral
Internationale
de Ajedrez “Clarin”
BUENOS.AIRES 1978
ENGLISH OPENING

Miguel Quinteros Chi Ching-Hsuan

{Argentina) {China)

1. c4 Nf8

2. Nc3 et

3. Nf3 1
 Me and Korchnoi sometimes
try 3.e4. )

£y i c5

4.g3  Nc8

5. Bg2 Be7

5. 0-0 0-0

I prefer 6. . . .d5, freeing
Black’s game. As things go,
- Quinteros inflicts a standard
sort of bind on the position
and controls the play.

7. d4 “eXd4
o & Nxdé Qa5
73, Ne2- ag
1 10, Bd2 Qc7
111, e4 de

This is a well-known type of
—position in which White con-
i

| trols tons of space and Black
i must  play a waiting game,
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